
Have you heard the great news for the future of  St. JPII? 

CELEBRATE WITH US 

Today, we formally announce our capital campaign, A Future 
Full of Hope. This effort will enhance our community, build 
our faith and continue to unite St. Joe Hill and St. Paul as one 
parish. This is a campaign of the many, not of the few. Every 
family in our parish will have the opportunity to make a differ-
ence at this pivotal time! 
 

Thank you to the parishioners who have stepped forward to lead 
the capital campaign. Already $5,005,729 has been contributed 
from only 304 families. God is great! That is 84% of our $6 mil-
lion campaign goal. 

We invite you to participate in the campaign in three ways: 

• Pray for the success of the campaign 

• Welcome fellow parishioners into your home to discuss the 
campaign. When called upon, respond to them as if they 
were myself, your pastor. 

• Prayerfully consider your own sacrificial gift to the campaign. 

Campaign Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we turn to you with grateful hearts for what we 
have, and with great anticipation for what is yet to be. Bless us 
with a sense of unity, a spirit of cooperation, and a generous 
heart. Please guide our parish’s efforts to embrace our tradition 
and build our future. Help us to bring all those that enter our 
church into a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. We believe 
our goals are rooted in your word and in your work. May we re-
main one in you and may this project be a blessing to all of our 
parishioners at St. John Paul II Parish. Strengthen us and bless us 
with your presence, now and forever. We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Why a Capital Campaign? 
 

Just as those who came before us 
sacrificed to make our spiritual 
home a place of worship and wel-
come, we too are faced with similar 
challenges that will call upon us to 
prepare for the future while ad-
dressing our needs today. 

 

Today, St. John Paul II Parish 

serves more than 1,200 families 

and for the past four years we have 

had a net growth of 30 or more 

families. We are made up of parish-

ioners that value prayer, communi-

ty, discipleship, family, outreach 

and their relationship with God. 

This wonderful environment that 

we enjoy today is the result of the 

dedication and vision of those who 

came before us. It is important that 

we honor our heritage and employ 

our parish’s past to inspire our vi-

sion for the future. 



In some ways this can be difficult to answer because 
sacrifice means different things to different people. 
While most people have generous hearts, some people 
believe that anything they give is a sacrifice because 
they no longer possess it. Through all the years I have 
worked as a pastor, I have seen many people step up 
and give more than they could ever imagine by think-
ing “sacrificially.” 

Supporting our Spiritual Home – Mary 
and Gene had been planning to remodel their bath-
room. That year they had budgeted $10,000 for the 
remodel. Instead, they chose to put that money to-
wards the campaign to support building their new 
spiritual home. Even then, they felt called to do more 
and contributed an additional $100 per month or 
$6,000 over five years for a total gift of $16,000. 

Sacrificial Giving as a Family – During one 
of my first campaigns I vividly remember a young 
couple, Deb and Steve, and their children. They knew 
they wanted to support the new Church, but struggled 
coming up with the gift that was right for their fami-
ly…until one of their kids said, “maybe on family 
night, we could eat in rather than eat out.” It was true. 
Once a week they went out to eat as a family. In the 
mid-1990’s they typically spent $30 a week on family 
night. $30 a week over five years allowed this young 
couple a chance to pledge $7,800 and build a church 
their family would grow up in! 

God Will Always Provide – A few years ago, 
John and Marcy and their three children were deciding 
on how they could support the campaign. Their family 
of five had been planning a family vacation to an 
amusement park in Florida. The parents beamed with 
pride and joy when one of their children suggested they 
postpone their trip to help with the new church. 

They put the $8,000 they had planned on spending 
towards the campaign. This story has an even happier 
ending because when John’s parents heard one of 
their grandchildren had suggested this and that the 
family had all agreed to it, they gave them a trip to 
Disney for Christmas. God truly does provide! 

Trust in the Lord with All Your Heart 
Bob and Margaret were both retired and doing okay, 

but not well enough to contribute a lot out of their 

current retirement income (social security and small 

pension). Bob, age 72, took a part-time job as a couri-

er for the three years of the campaign. “I was getting 

a little tired of sitting around all day anyway.” Every 

dollar from his job, amounting to $12,000, went to 

the campaign. Margaret shared that she wanted to do 

her part, so she went back to clipping coupons again 

and was able to save $25 per week.” Over five years 

that added $6,500 to their gift.; however, they wanted 

to reach $25,000 so they took the remaining $6,500 

out of their savings for a total gift of $25,000. “I 

guess we’re trusting God to take care of us.” 

Financial Resources are a Gift from 
God – Perhaps my favorite story is the story of, 96 

year-old, Emmet who decided to pledge $50,000 out 

of his nest egg. He pledged $10,000 a year for five 

years. I asked him if that was not a bit optimistic for a 

96 year-old to make a five year pledge. His response 

was priceless. “I’m not optimistic, Father. I’m calling 

it an insurance policy. God won’t let me die until I 

pay off my pledge.” And he did pay off his pledge 

and after the pledge was over, he continued to give 

the $10,000 a year until his death at the age of 104! 

Reflecting on Christ and Car Payments 
During the second year of a campaign, Stephanie de-
cided that when her car was paid off she would put 
that car payment towards the building of the new 
church. She was able to give a $20,000 pledge over 
four years to the campaign. This young, single wom-
an’s example of selfless devotion is a beacon to us – 
as an invitation and a challenge.        

 

A Reflection by: Father Tom Clegg 

WHAT DOES SACRIFICAL GIVING MEAN TO YOU? 



DID YOU KNOW? 

Our capital campaign seeks these gifts in pledges payable over five years. Though we may not all be able to 

offer equal gifts, we can offer the Lord and each other equal sacrifice. A Future Full of Hope presents an 

opportunity for each member of our community to become involved with a gift that is personally significant. 

Who is being asked to support this campaign? 

Every household in the parish will be asked to prayerfully consider a 

multi- year commitment to the campaign. You should receive your 

request within the next few weeks if you have not already. 

Why are we emphasizing pledges? 

Pledges allow parishioners to take a longer term, more confident per-

spective and therefore consider a higher level of generosity than they 

may be able to make with one-time gifts, helping to ensure that the 

parish successfully surpasses its goal. 

When do the pledges begin? What are the terms of 
the pledges? 

Our capital campaign, A Future Full of Hope offers you the benefit 
of flexibility. The donor determines the timing of the initial pledge 
payment, method of payment and terms — monthly, quarterly or 
annually. 

Why is each donor asked to sign a pledge card? 

Documentation allows the campaign to appropriately record 

and acknowledge each gift as well as personally thank each pa-

rishioner. 

What if circumstances change? 

The commitment card is not legally binding. We understand that 

people’s financial circumstances can change unexpectedly. We will 

work with you to adjust the pledge terms if necessary and ensure 

your ability to complete a commitment — or increase your pledge if 

your blessings increase. 

Why are you requesting a specific amount? 

The request amount reflects the need. To meet our goal, we need 

each parishioner to prayerfully consider a gift that is appropriate and 

personally sacrificial. We do not know anyone’s private financial cir-

cumstances, and we receive gifts at all levels with gratitude. 

5 year 

pledge 
period 

Questions? email chafertepe@ccsfundraising.com or call 812-246-2512 ext. 410 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT PLEDGES 

mailto:chafertepe@ccsfundraising.com


VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: Keith Alexander 

 

I am just so excited for the future of our parish. 
God has been so generous to me and my family, 
so I wanted to give back! 

 

Our volunteers take their role as ambassa-
dors for the capital campaign very seri-
ously and are working to make the future 
bright for everyone at St. John Paul II! 
 
If one of our volunteers contacts you, 
please open your heart to them in wel-
come and respond to their invitation 
without pause. 
 

They work hard on behalf of St. John Paul 
II so that we can meet our goal, and we 
owe them our gratitude! 
 

Join them! Volunteer with us by 
e-mailing chafertepe@ccsfundraising.com  
or by calling 812-246-2512 ext. 410. 

Keith Alexander, JPII parishioner and Campaign Recruitment  Chair 


